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If the stars should appear one
night in a thousand years, how
would men believe and adore! ...

But every night come out these envoys
of beauty and light the universe with
their admonishing smile.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1836






Astronomy in Shakespeare’s
King Lear , (c. 16006)

* These late eclipses in the sun and moon portend no good to us ...
we make quilty of our disasters the sun, the moon, and the stars (I, ii)

* It is the stars above that govern us (IV ii)

« Smite flat the thick rotundity o’ the world (Ill, ii)



Riddles in King Lear

* The reason why the seven stars are no
more than seven is a pretty reason.

Because they are not eight?

* Yes, indeed. (l,v)




Comets: good, bad?



